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ALIKO DANGOTE 

SOURCE OF WEALTH: CEMENT, FLOUR, SUGAR, SALT, E.T.C. 

 

WORTH $10.9B AS OF OCTOBER 12, 2016       |      AGE 59 

OVERVIEW 

AFRICA'S RICHEST PERSON, HE CONTROLS DANGOTE 

GROUP - A CLOSELY HELD DIVERSIFIED CONGLOMERATE. 

THE LAGOS, NIGERIA-BASED COMPANY OWNS SUB-

SAHARAN AFRICA'S BIGGEST CEMENT PRODUCTION 

COMPANY WHICH HAD REVENUE OF 491.7 BILLION NAIRA 

($2.49 BILLION) IN 2015, ASIDES HIS INTERESTS IN SUGAR, 

SALT, FLOUR, BEVERAGES AND PACKAGED FOOD. 



#1 & RICHEST MAN IN THE WORLD |  BILL GATES  |  $88.6B  |  AS OF OCTOBER 12, 2016 

|  AGE 61 (WAS ONLY 20YEARS OLD WHEN HE FOUNDED MICROSOFT) 

OVERVIEW 

GATES CO-FOUNDED MICROSOFT, THE WORLD'S BIGGEST SOFTWARE MAKER, AND 

OWNS A 2.5 PERCENT STAKE IN THE REDMOND, WASHINGTON-BASED COMPANY. 

GATES DEVELOPED AN INTEREST IN COMPUTERS SHORTLY AFTER HIS ADMITTANCE TO 

SEATTLE'S LAKESIDE SCHOOL. AFTER SCORING A 1590 ON HIS SATS (OUT OF A POSSIBLE 

1600), HE ENROLLED AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, WHERE HIS LAKESIDE FRIEND, PAUL 

ALLEN, PERSUADED HIM TO TAKE A LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO HELP HIM BUILD AN 

OPERATING SYSTEM FOR THE ALTAIR 8800, A NEW COMPUTER DEVELOPED BY MICRO 

INSTRUMENTATION AND TELEMETRY SYSTEMS. THE RESULT: MICROSOFT, NOW THE 

WORLD'S LARGEST SOFTWARE MAKER BY REVENUE. 

AFTER HIS MICROSOFT STAKE TOPPED $100 BILLION, GATES STEPPED DOWN AS THE 

COMPANY'S CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND BEGAN FOCUSING ON PHILANTHROPIC EFFORTS. 

TO DATE, HE HAS DONATED MORE THAN $30 BILLION TO THE BILL & MELINDA GATES 
FOUNDATION, WHICH SO FAR HAS GIVEN AWAY $35 BILLION IN GRANTS TO FIGHT 

HUNGER, DISEASE AND POVERTY. 

 

  



#3 IN THE WOELD |JEFF BEZOS  |  $72.2B  |  AS OF OCTOBER 12, 2016  |  AGE 52  |  

BIGGEST ASSET: AMZN US EQUITY 

OVERVIEW: 

BEZOS IS THE CHAIRMAN AND LARGEST SHAREHOLDER OF AMAZON, THE WORLD'S 

BIGGEST ONLINE RETAILER. THE SEATTLE-BASED COMPANY OPERATES RETAIL WEBSITES 

ZAPPOS AND AUDIBLE, SERVES AS A PLATFORM FOR THIRD-PARTY VENDORS, AND 

PROVIDES CLOUD COMPUTING SERVICES. PUBLICLY TRADED AMAZON HAD 

REVENUE OF $107 BILLION IN 2015. 

JEFF BEZOS IS A FORMER WALL STREET COMPUTER ENGINEER WHO CREATED 

AMAZON IN 1994 TO SELL BOOKS ONLINE. AFTER AN INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING IN 

1997, AMAZON STOCK SHOT UP ALMOST 40-FOLD, SENDING BEZOS'S PERSONAL 

FORTUNE ABOVE $12 BILLION. BY THE TIME THE TECHNOLOGY BUBBLE HAD FINISHED 

DEFLATING IN 2001, HIS SHARES WERE VALUED AT LESS THAN $2 BILLION. 

HE WAS 22 YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE FOUNDED AMAZON. 

  



#5 IN THE WORLD|  MARK ZUCKERBERG  |  $56.3B  |  AS OF OCTOBER 12, 2016  |  

AGE 32 

BIGGEST ASSET; FB US EQUITY 

OVERVIEW 

ZUCKERBERG IS CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF FACEBOOK, THE 

WORLD'S LARGEST SOCIAL-NETWORKING COMPANY. THE SITE HAS MORE THAN 1.5 

BILLION MONTHLY USERS AND HAD REVENUE OF $18 BILLION IN 2015.  

HE ENROLLED AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE STARTED FACEBOOK FROM HIS 

DORM ROOM WITH THREE FRIENDS. THE SITE QUICKLY BEGAN MIGRATING TO OTHER 

UNIVERSITIES, PROMPTING ZUCKERBERG TO DROP OUT OF HARVARD AND MOVE TO 

SILICON VALLEY. 

HE RECEIVED $500,000 IN FUNDING FROM PETER THIEL IN THE FALL OF 2004. 

INVESTMENTS FROM OTHER VENTURE FIRMS QUICKLY FOLLOWED.  




